THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

draws shprt character-sketches of inconsiderate, vain, and
malevolent persons whom he has met in London and in
travels through Dorsetshire, the old home alike of E. R.
and the Fieldings. The author, without mentioning the
Universal Eegister Office, praises by indirection the effi-
ciency of that institution in procuring faithful servants
who will not get drunk and then burn the children or set
the house on ,fire. As described by himself, E. E. is a
benevolent gentleman of small income who seeks out worthy
people in distress and relieves them to the extent of his
means. Here is the hand of the woman who wrote "The
Adventures of David Simple77 and the "Familiar Letters."
The first of E. E.'s two contributions is the only leader in
"The Covent-Garden Journal" without a motto printed at
the head. Ample space, however, was reserved there for
one. It seems as if Fielding were ill or away at the time
and left the editorial columns of two numbers to be filled
by some of his sister's unpublished character-sketches, for
the first group of which no motto was supplied. She may
have also written for the journal under other signatures,
and her brother John may not have confined himself to Z. Z.
"Without attempting to determine the full extent of their
contributions, it may be safely said that they occasionally
came to Henry's aid in emergencies.

Once Fielding takes for a leader the letter of a certain
"W. W., who styles himself an apothecary though he could
not have been one. This man gives in number sixty-five a
sketch of his partner, who has frequent silent moods when
he lays an embargo on his tongue for a whole week or a
fortnight together, and will answer no question put to him
except by signs. The unknown author of this amusing letter
was an easy writer well-versed in Mr. Fielding's works and
an admirer of the theory of humour expounded in "Joseph
Andrews." It is hardly more than conjecture to say that
"W. W. conceals Arthur Murphy. A little before this time,
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